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e IOWA’S RESPONSE. 


To the Call of the American Library 
' Association for a Million Dollar 
Library Fund for the Govern- 
ment Cantonments, etc. 


' That the readers of the QuaARTERLY 
“may know in detail the result of the 
"campaign made in Iowa by the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, through its executive 

8, in aid of the War Service Com- 
mittee of the American Library Associ- 

“ation, the chairman and secretary of the 
‘Commission unite in the following re- 
| Preceding the report proper, the offi- 

of the Commission would express 
ir warmest thanks to the librarians, 
he library boards, the State Federation 

« [Women’s Clubs, the scores of local 

lubs and the thousands of patriotic and 

ubh spirited citizens, who generously 
sponded to the call for aid. The 
™ proved far more successful than 








we had dared to anticipate, not a few 
communities and counties responding 
with larger sums than we had asked or 
expected. It would be a pleasure to pub- 
lish the names of many who generously 
gave their time and personal efforts to 
the task imposed upon them; but limited 
space prevents, and such personal men- 
tion would be a measure of injustice to 
those who did what they could but, for 
local reasons, found themselves handi- 
capped by adverse conditions. Amounts 
still in the hands of committees may be 
sent to Mr. Brigham as well as contri- 
butions which may be received later. 

Johnson Brigham, 
State Director. 

Julia A. Robinson, 
Secretary, Iowa Library Commission. 


The responses, by counties and com- 
munities, to December 30th, were as fol- 
lows : 

Adair— 

Greenfield .......$ 

*Orient 
Adams— 

Corning 
Allamakee— 

*Postville 5.00 
Audubon— 

Audubon 
Benton— 

Vinton 
Black Hawk— 

*Cedar Falls . 

Boone— 

Boone and county 
Bremer— 

_+Sumner ......... 


3.00 


5.00 $ 8.00 


25.00 











Buchanan— 
Independence ... 75.00 
*Winthrop ...... 5.00 


Buena Vista— . 
Storm Lake and 


Carroll— 

*Glidden ........ 

Cedar— 
*Clarence ....... 5.00 
+Clarence ........ 1.00 
See 314.25 

Cerro Gordo— 

Clear Lake ...... 152.25 
Mason City ...... 1,300.64 
*Rockwell ....... 1.00 
Chickasaw— 
Ys se sldde eta 10.00 
TEER 5 5.66.0 0's 36.00 
®Nashua ........ 7.75 
New Hampton ... 133.50 

Clay— 

*Peterson ........ 2.50 
ee 75.00 

Clayton— 

*Elkader ........ 

Clinton— 

Clinton and county 

Dallas— 

See 20.00 
SE i 5 wa ks ee ae 230.35 
*Waukee ......... 46.10 

Davis— 

Bloomfield ....... 

Decatur— 

BI Se a cin ba'e ns 

Delaware— 

Manchester ....... 

Des Moines— 

Burlington ,...... 
Dickinson— 

*Spirit Lake .... 5.00 

*Superior ........ 1.50 
. Dubuque— 

Dubuque ........ 
Favette— 

re 3.10 

ae Pee 185.66 





80.00 


808.10 


36.85 


320.25 


1,453.89 


187.25 


77.50 
5.00 
1,929.15 


296.45 
300.00 
221.50 
413.75 


50.00 


6.50 
1,459.45 


188.66 


50 


Floyd— 
Charles City ..... 14.00 
*Charles City .... 15.00 
*Marble Rock .... 2.25 


Franklin— 
Hampton and county 


eee ee we 


“ete eee eee 


Grundy Center .. 

*Reinbeck 
Haneock— 

Britt 


“ee eeee 
“eee ee ee eee 


Harrison— 
Dunlap 
+Yorkshire 


“eeeee 


CMD KGa ie nck csc 
Humboldt— 
Humboldt 
*Livermore 
+Livermore 
*Renwick ........ 
Ida—_ 
Ida Grove and 
county 
Iowa— 
Marengo ......... 
*Marengo 
Jackson— 
Maquoketa 
*Preston 
Jasper. 
PUR wi oes é.taca 


50.00 


“eee eee 
“ee ee 


“eeeee 





Fairfield 
Johnson— 
Towa City 
Jones— 
Anamosa 
Monticello 
*Olin 
Keokuk— 
Sigourney 


“eevee erereee 
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77.08 


186.65 


52.00 


600.00 | 












ossuth— 





cam: 
| Algona and county 1,046.25 
~® *Swea City ...... 2.50 
MO meokuk ......... 45.00 
B) Montrose ........ 4. 
62 oa 
3 Cedar Rapids and 
50 BeUNty ...ccees 
é ack Rapids and 
a eounty ......... 
.05 | Madison— 
'f +*Winterset ...... 
60 | Mahaska— 
*New Sharon .... 3.00 
Oskaloosa ........ 1,821.21 
Marion— 
25 memoxville ....... 443.56 
. «4 040 ee ene 322.44 
Marshal]— 
00 aaa 53.00 
’ *Marshalltown .... 133.00 
‘Marshalltown .... 50.00 
2% | Mills— 
Glenwood ........ 25.00 
0 *Glenwood ....... 5.00 
Mitchell— 
EE cnc ede eae 
Monona— 
*Mapleton ....... 80.75 
08 *Qnawa ......... 10.00 
Re a. tw ose 0 10.00 
a 99.72 
65 Montgomery— 
6 ae 59.40 
"Red Oak .....:. 22.00 
25 Villisea ......... 85.00 
Museatine— 
Museatine ........ 153.00 
00 *Wilton Junction.. 5.00 
0’Brien— 
50 *Hartley 10.00 
% Sanborn ......... 111.90 
00 Sheldon .......... 57.30 
*Sutherland 2.50 
BT p 
‘agve— 
Surimda ......... 
Palo Alto— 
35 Emmetfsburg and 
ar 360.00 
*West Bend ..... 10.00 





3,022.53 


824.00 
12.00 


1,824.21 


766.00 


236.00 


30.00 
5.00 


200.47 


166.40 


158.00 


181.70 


258.40 


370.00 
51 


Plymouth— 
*Akron 
LeMars 

Pocahontas— 
*Pocahontas ..... 

Polk— 

Des Moines 


“eee eee wee 


10.00 
251.50 261.50 
1.00 

5,500.00 


(Collected by Commercial Club) 


+Des Moines 
Pottawattamie— 
Council Bluffs ... 
Poweshiek— 
Grinnell 
Seott— 
Davenport ....... 
Sioux— 
Hawarden 


Maxwell ies Sige 
*Story City 
Tama— 


Taylor— 
*Bedford 
*Clearfield 


Wapello— 
Ottumwa 
Warren— 
Indianola 
Washington— 
Washington 
county 
Webster— 
+Callender 
+Lehigh 
Winnebago— 
*Buffalo Center... 
Forest City 
Woodbury— 
*Anthon 
Sioux City 


“**e eee ee 


“ee eee 


“ee eee eee 


“see ee 


1.00 5,501.00 


941.40 
319.93 
1,139.11 
106.50 

231.30 

115.10 

70.25 416.65 

53.98 

73.33 127.31 

3.75 

2.00 5.75 
3.00 
168.70 
40.25 
689.90 

1.00 

1.00 2.00 

10.00 

12.00 22.00 

7.00 


1,414.50 1,421.50 


(Collected by Commercial Club) 


Wricht— 
*Dows 
*Eacle Grove .... 

Iowa Library Asso- 


ciation 


“see eee eee 


oe ee eee eee 


85 


10.00 10.85 


50.00 























Iowa Summer Library 


School Asrociation 25.00 
Anonymous ........ 1.00 
EE 0-3 wo 0 om $35,002.65 


*Donated by the Woman’s Clubs. 

+Individual donations. 

Where not otherwise indicated, col- 
lected or donated by libraries. 

The total contributions reported from 
neighboring states December 1st were as 
follows, though doubtless many of these 
have been increased as has Iowa’s since 
that date: 


CR i oo vob ans oes 8 $ 37,975.70 
te ivy tad oa 3 hes om 105,694.72 
SS errr 29,047.81 
ads apes eceeue 10,800.78 
EY les aie n'd dip dee wes 0056 20,243.80 
Orth Dakota... ....ccccces 554.12 
EE ES. bw an owe eres > 388.99 





Iowa Library Association. 
IOWA CITY MEETING. 

The twenty-eighth annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
at Iowa City, October 9th to 11th, 1917. 
The registered attendance was 169—143 
librarians, 13 trustees and 3 visitors. 

The meeting was called to order by 
the President, Miss Ione Armstrong of 
Council Bluffs, at 2:30 Tuesday after- 
noon. After reports by the Secretary, 
Treasurer and the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, Dr. Jessup 
of the University being unable to be 
present, Miss Cornelia Plaister of Sioux 
City reviewed the various methods of 
publicity which have been so success- 
fully tried at Sioux City. A _ dis- 
eussion followed which brought out 
other methods used in other places. 

Miss Eleanor LeMar of Des Moines 
then told of a very suecessful library 
week which had been held at Chariton, 
a day being given to the various pro- 
fessions and interests of the town with 
the particular features of each day’s 
attractions and the resulting success in 
an increase in the tax levy. 

Miss Armstrong announced the fol- 
lowing committees: Nominations, Miss 
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Tarr of Clinton, Miss Kimberly 
Marshalltown, Miss Stocker of My 
tine ; Resolutions, Miss Brace of Wat 
loo, Miss Denny of Washington, 
Spaulding of Des Moines; Legislatj 
Mr. Riley of Des Moines, Mrs. Bark! 
of Boone, Mr. Dawley of Cedar Rapids 
Mr. Orr of Clarinda, Mr. Titus of Mus. 
catine. The meeting then adjourned 
for Tea served by the Iowa City i 
brary Club in the Commercial Gy, 9 
rooms. 4 
Tuesday evening a most delightf 
reception was tendered the asso 
at the home of the President of ¢ 
State University -by Dr. and 
Jessup. Be j 
Wednesday morning Dr. Jessup | a @ 
dressed the members of the association, 
He emphasized the duty of the library _ 
as well as of the school to help partie 
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ular groups of seekers to find oy 
places in the great movement now in fF allo 
progress, the reorganization of the § atte 
world; to help all to read intelligently 9 wit 


along lines of serious interests and tp 
do our bit towards the elimination of — 
prejudice and ignorance as to the p 
ent world war. 


Dr. Yarros of Hull House talked on 
a ‘‘Century of Struggle in Russia.” 

Mr. Forrest B. Spaulding of * 
Moines in his paper on War Service f 
Libraries summed up what has | 
done, what can be and what should 44 
done in the present crisis by the i 
braries of the country. Miss 2 
Davis of the Iowa Library Count 
sion reviewed most interestingly @ 
group of war books. Miss Ruth War . 
dell of Iowa City talked of Home 
Economie books. ay 


At the afternoon session Wednesday, — 
Miss May Massee, Editor of the A. eS 
A. Booklist in a brief for fiction, whi 
contains so much that is timely, so mud 
that is true, so much that is prophet 


Pe 


ze we 
Nn Biolesdicee: Coe pass onbie:.”. «f 


sare hh a 


asked that we as librarians be m on 
charitable, more understanding tow -appe 
our fiction readers and less interest the ; 


in lowering our fiction percentage i 
circulation. s) 












Round tables were held for the fol- 
jowing groups at which the problems 
yeculiar to each were discussed: 
el Large Libraries, Small Li- 








Librarians and Assistants. 


Wednesday evening the members of 
B® the association were guests of the Uni- 
 yersity at the University Lecture, ‘‘The 
' Processes of Sculpture’’ by Mr. Lorado 
Taft, of the Chicago Art Institute. 

_ Thursday morning Dr. Shambaugh of 
- the Iowa Historical Society spoke of 
the new work of the society in pub- 
@ lishing material about Iowa at war. 
"# Miss Frances Simpson of the Univer- 














most interesting paper on the ‘‘ Certifica- 
tio of Librarians and Library Civil 
‘Service,’” summing up a timely subject 
in a most convincing way. 
At this point a recess was taken to 
allow those who wished to do so to 
attend. the lecture on Prohibition by 
William J. Bryan, after which the busi- 
ness session was held resulting in the 
election of the following officers for 
1918: President, Mrs. Irving C. John- 
son, Oskaloosa; 1st vice president, Mrs. 
Bertha Baird, Mason City ; 2d vice pres- 
-jdent, Miss Jane Poterts, Iowa City; 
secretary, Miss Mary Marks, Des 
Moines; registrar, Miss Almira Wilcox, 
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—@ Dubuque. The report of the resolu- 
; § tions committee was read and adopted, 
Pe expressing the appreciation of the asso- 
| & ciation for the cordial reception ac- 
ee corded by the Iowa City people. 

2) - Invitations for the 1918 meeting were 
@ read from Dubuque and Waterloo and 
_ § presented by the president for Council 
| § Bluffs. Fifty dollars was ordered paid 


' @ from the association funds to the Li- 
brary War Fund for soldiers’ libraries. 
Greetings were sent to the Illinois and 
Wisconsin library associations then or 
. soon to be in session and to Mr. Dicker- 
sh son at Fort Sill, Okla. 

‘1 The incoming president after a most 
“@ appealing word of acceptance adjourned 
the meeting. 






Miriam B. Wharton, 
. Secretary. 








" praries, College Libraries, Children’s 


ft sity of “Illinois Library School gave a 
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The Library at Camp Dodge. 


Picture a city of forty-five thousand 
population occupying a long narrow 
strip of ground roughly six miles long 
and half a mile wide. And, moreover, 
realize that five short months ago, sec- 
tions upon sections of Iowa corn and a 
few scattered farm houses stood serenely 
in the sun in this sheltered valley from 
which now rises the smoke of a thou- 
sand furnaces. The story of the build- 
ing of Camp Dodge. would rival in in- 
terest any of the feats of Alladin and 
his lamp. In place of the district school 
with its handful of pupils are eight Y. 
M. C. A. buildings in which are con- 
ducted classes in French, Spanish, His- 
tory, Psychology, Chemistry, Journal- 
ism, Map-making, Hygiene, and a score 
of other subjects of interest to the 
young men who are devoting their eve- 
nings to study, other than that on mili- 
tary subjects. On a cross street at 
about the center of the camp a huge 
theatre is being erected in which will 
be presented the best plays and operas, 
as seen in the larger cities. A few 
doors from this nearly opposite a big 
Y. M. C. A. auditorium the library 
building, designed by E. L. Tilton, of 
New York has been erected. This will 
be the center of the camp library sys- 
tem. On the shelves will be 10,000 
books, the greater part of which were 
donated by citizens of Iowa, and col- 
lected by the Public Libraries of the 
state. Supplementing them, however, 
are the books, mostly non-fiction, pur- 
chased by the A. L. A. War Service 
Committee. These number to date 
about one thousand. The camp library 
is a general library administered in all 
respects as such. The only difference 
is that of the camp’s population, unlike 
the population of a city, every man is 
a potential ¢ibrary patron. There is no 
need of a registration list, and no time 
for elaborate library records. Books 
are charged by a simple card system, 
to the names of the men taking them. 
There are no fines, the men being ap- 
pealed to to return their books by em- 
phasizing ‘‘fair play.’’ ‘‘Return Books 











promptly and give the next man a 
chance’’ reads the notice posted in each 
library station. 

Before the construction of the library 
building, branch libraries were estab- 
lished in each of the Y. M. C. A. build- 
ings, the educational secretaries acting 
as librarians. Between these branches 
an inter-library loan system is main- 
tained, the camp library truck calling 
at each building to obtain requests for 
specific books or books on subjects not 
represented in the small collections. To 
fill such requests books have been tem- 
porarily transferred from one building 
to another or borrowed from the Li- 
brary Commission or the nearby Public 
Library of Des Moines. Recently spe- 
cial requests in one day called for books 
on Sho-card writing, Agriculture, Psy- 
chology, Plane Geometry, Gas engines, 
and automobile repairs. 

Plans are now being perfected for ad- 
ditional branches in the three buildings 
of the Knights of Columbus, and in each 

regimental headquarters under the regi- 
mental chaplain. These latter will in- 


. elude eight regimental libraries, one Ma- | 


chine Gun Company library, a Signal 
Corps library, and a library at the Base 
Hospital. At the Base Hospital, the 
central library located in the nurses’ 
building will be supplemented by trav- 
elling libraries in movable boxes of 
about fifty books each, which will be 
interchanged between the fourteen 
wards, under the general direction of 
the head nurse. In addition magazines 
and paper backed books will be placed 
in the four contagious wards. These 
will of course be destroyed after use. 


Subscriptions have been placed for 33 
magazines at the central library. A 
smaller list of current magazines is also 
received at each Y. M. C. A. and Knights 
of Columbus building. Gifts of late 
magazines received by mail are given 
outright to the men for use in the com- 
pany barracks. It has been found, how- 
ever, that the men don’t want maga- 
zines more than a month old, no matter 
what the subjects. 








That there is need of the library 
been proved by the requests received 
far, and the appreciation of the 
who have used the Y. M. C. A. bra 
from the first. The military autho 
have expressed themselves as heartily 
favor of the undertaking and have pp 
dicted that when completely equip, 
and under way, the library building y 
be one of the most popular buildings 
eamp. But the campaign for books my 
go on, the six thousand books nowy ; 
use, and the eight thousand which ha 
recently been shipped, will not } 
to meet the needs of the 45,000 men # 
Camp Dodge. 3 









Forrest B. Spaulding, © 


Librarian in Charge, 





es | 
Prairie Gold. F 

Such is the title of a book by Io 
authors and artists, compiled by the Tow 
Press and Authors’ Club recently pub 


lished by Reilly & Britton of Chicago a 
selling for $1.50. 4 


The list of contributors include 
well known names as Ellis Parker E 
ler, Octave Thanet, Hamlin Gar 
Rupert Hughes, Ethel Hueston, E 
Hoyt Brainerd, Emerson Hough, J 
Ellen Rogers and Randall Parrish, be # 
sides many others whose fame is not 
wide, but whose share in this volume Te 
flects no less glory. upon their names, 


. 
| 


Ss 


The picture on the jacket ( 
should be preserved and pasted on the 
inside of the cover) and the frontispiee 
are by ‘‘Ding’’, the dedication is to th 
Red Cross to which the royalty of 
book is donated by the c@mpilers. 


The elosifg chapter. oo as 4 Lit 
erary Field’’ by Mr. Jolfmson Brigham 
State Librarian, will grswer the ques 
tions coming so frequently to librarian 
regarding Iowa auth and make 
book valuable for refeBence as well 
for reading. Every vy in the 
should have at leas py and 
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if they can be afforded. 
64 , 
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Library and Food Administration. 


iS “The librarians have already given gen- 


ros i) 


4 aid in the Food Conservation cam- 
ign in providing books and pamphlets 


ie 
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"on the subject, in the display of posters 
gpd information in the library and im 
| the distribution of the food pledge cards. 


- The Food Administration believes 
‘that the libraries may be very helpful 
inthe way of publicity and to this end 
has appointed a General Library Pub- 
licity Director as well as one for each 
state. The Secretary of the Library 
Commission has been asked to act in 


that capacity for Iowa. 


Letters with suggestions have already 


. a been mailed to the librarians and others 
' will follow from time to time. By way 


of emphasis and lest all library trustees 
may not have seen the suggestions sent 
out, some of them are repeated here. 
The help which the libraries can give 
includes-— 

I. Information which shall emphasize 


‘the need of food conservation. 


devoted exclusively to this. 


Bulletin Board. Have a board 
Procure 


(a) 


- government and picture posters for dis- 


play. Give information in concise and 
striking form. Display a large poster 
outside showing why food must be con- 
served to win the war. 

The Library Publicity Director for 
Iowa is making a collection of posters 
which will be furnished to the libraries 
free of charge but she wishes to be sure 
that they will be used before sending 
them and therefore requests that li- 
praries which will use them ask for 
them. 

(b) Motion picture slides giving 
same information. 

(ec) Talks. Secure outside speakers 
or good local speakers or do it yourself 
—inform yourself well on the subject. 

The Home Economics Department of 
the Iowa State College of Agriculture 
has speakers giving their entire time to 
this work and librarians are urged to 
write to Miss Neale S. Knowles, Home 
Economics Department, for a date and 
to make arrangements for a meeting. 


-ing. 


This Department will also have a 
woman who will devote her entire time 
to the teaching of the budget plan and 
to the study of the conservation of cloth-. 
Her services will be absolutely 
without cost. The librarians may be of 
great aid in giving publicity to this 
speaker and in arranging meetings for 
her. 

(d) Provide and advertise magazine 
articles and pamphlets. 


II. Information as to how to con- 
serve food. 

(a) Collect in library wheatless and 
meatless menus and recipes. 

(b) Have printed or typewritten 
copies made (high school pupils will do 
it for practice) and send out with books 
from the library. This and the preced- 
ing suggestion are strongly recommended 
by the Woman’s Committee for Iowa of 
the Council of National Defense and 
urged upon the attention of the li- 
braries, 

The Home Economics Department, re- 
ferred to above, has leaflets and slips 
containing recipes and menus which they 
will furnish to the libraries for distri- 
bution. 

(ec) Advertise. by slides in motion 
picture shows that such menus and reci- 
pes, ete., may be found at library. Give 
menus. on slides. 

(d) Co-operate with the women’s 
clubs and the Woman’s Committee of 
the Council of National Defense in: con- 
tests and exhibits of conservation dishes. 

(e) Secure the co-operation of mer- 
chants and place displays of books and 
pamphlets in the store windows and dis- 
tribute recipes in the stores. 

. IIT. Much may be done through the 
children. 

(a) Seeure the co-operation of the 
teachers in asking the children to write 
compositions on how they ean save su- 
gar and what they can eat instead, and 
display the best five or ten compositions 
in the library. 

(b) Ask the Supervisor of Drawing 
to co-operate by having pesters made to 
be displayed at the librer-vy: Subject, 
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**Money for ........ a Pa instead 
of candy.’’ 

(ec) Send to Miss Knowles for a sup- 
ply of the little card called ‘‘ Thrift card 
for the Patriotic Child’’ and distribute 
them through the children’s room. 

Write to Miss Julia A. Robinson, Li- 
brary Publicity Director for Iowa, at 
the Library Commission at Des Moines, 
for posters, slides, recipes, and other 
material and information desired, also 
for Food News Notes for libraries if 
either the October or November number 


. has not been received or more copies 


eculd be used. Give careful attention . 
to all communications from the Food 
Administration. Remember you are be- 
ing asked to help win the war. 





A Library Game Collection. 


The Civie department of the Daven- 
port’s Woman’s Club made a recreation- 
al survey of this city during 1916. One 
cf the facts disclosed was that games 
were not played in the homes as much 
as in former times. Partly to supply 
what was deemed a need and partly to 
test whether children of today would en- 
joy home games, the members of the de- 
partment collected 64 games of various 
kinds and presented them to the chil- 
dren’s room of the library. 

They agreed to circulate them like 
bcoks and the results after two months’ 
trial has more than justified the experi- 
ment. 

The games are of all kinds—card 
games, puzzles, dominoes, educational 
games, blocks, ete. Puzzles and educa- 
tional games are proving most popular. 
The ‘‘best’’ cames are often kept out 
two weeks and often it is almost pathetic 
to see how eagerly one child will seize 
a game and how disappointed another 
is when none are in. 

During October the 64 games were 
loaned 106 times and during November 
234 times. 

The children are also allowed to play a 
quiet game at one table in the evening if 
such a game is ‘‘in’’, 
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Registration of Women for Se 
To the Librarians of Iowa: ; 
For some time we have realized 
the next great task which must be q 
dertaken by the Iowa division of 4 
Woman’s Committee of the Counei] 
National Defense would be the regis 
tion of women for service. 
Already in many of our sister gt 
this is begun and in a few it is egy 
pleted. § 
While the fact that Iowa holds 
rank in the proportion of its families 
rolled in the food-conservation ple 
campaign, indicates that no mistake: 
made in concentrating our energy upg 
that one thing, postponing other iggy 
as far as possible, yet it is clear that wee 
must now prepare for this next 
Hundreds of thousands of men 
been, or will be, called to military 
ice, and many of the places left vae 
must be filled by women. Increased pry 
duction in many industries is absolut 
essential; women who can do so 
he!p in all these. Thousands of othe 
women must keep up the Red 7 
work; must undertake the care of 
who are left without a protecor. , 
must be a registration where loys 
women can indicate where their ehik 



















































usefulness to their country will: lie i «gent 
this crisis. 3 mad 

The message which was read at thi ¥ 
November meeting of the lowa Woman a 
Committee of the Council of Natio be | 
Defense, from Miss Julia Robinso stan 
brought to us the welcome assurance that, mite 
the Iowa Library Commission would a this 
sist us in this work; and she also em dens 
pressed her confidence that the Lib : que: 
of the state would co-operate in this dent 
dertaking in which many of them task 
expressed great interest. 4 

Miss Robinson has been appoin Su 
chairman of the committee having this 
matter in hand, the other members at 
thus far appointed, being some of wor 
ablest women in the state—the distrieh tati 
chairmen of the Iowa Division, and #& was 
few others. 4 Tra: 

Under such leadership, with your "ing. 
operation and that of the devoted whe 





rs of the Woman’s Committee in every - 
nty in the state, we should be able 
he report an enroliment of loyal and 
patriotic women of which we may be 


d. 
a. Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs. Francis E.) Cora Call Whitley, 
Webster City. 

Chairman Iowa Division Woman’s 
Committee, Council of National 
Defense. , 

_ he plan contemplates no house to 
house canvass but that the registration 

shall be made at the library, and the 
? branches in the larger places, under the 
> supervision of the librarian and assist- 
ants. 
a w This, however, will require a consid- 
erable amount of publicity that it may 
be known to all women that they are ex- 
to register. The work will also 


he facilitated by a thorough understand- 
- ing on the part of those supervising it 
of what is covered by the questions and 
to this end instruction will be given. In 
all the work the librarians will have the 
_ co-operation and help of the local repre- 


sentatives of the Woman’s Committee of 
the Council of National Defense. 

A letter from the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission will soon be 
' sent to the librarians and arrangements 
made for giving this instruction. 

' We are well aware that every librarian 
is as busy as it seems possible for her to 
be but we also believe that every libra- 
rian is anxious to do not her bit nor her 
mite but her utmost for her country at 
this time, and having had repeated evi- 
dences of their co-operation in all re- 
quests made of them, we now feel confi- 
dent of a cordial response to this new 
task which their country puts upon them. 





Summer Reading—1917—Mitchellville. 


“That book is good which puts me in a 
working mood.’’ With the above quo- 
tation in mind.as a text some reading 
was planned for the girls at the State 
Training School. It was not easy read- 
‘ing. These girls had reached the years 
When- time is. precious, because. limited. 


The books were made up into collections 
and sent to the cottages soon after the 
close of school. 


In this school there are many whole- 
some activities, especially out of doors, 
and never more so than this year. Be- 
sides their other duties the girls worked 
among the flowers, in the gardens, and 
with the fruit. They worked with a pur- 
pose in their hearts, worked cheerfully 
and gladly to help a ‘‘bit’’ in their coun- 
try’s great effort. The day was never 
too hot. Once the Superintendent 
thought so and wanted to excuse them, 
but the girls said, ‘‘No we are helping 
to down the Kaiser’’. 

And with all this they read. Part of 
the books were fiction. Many were sub- 
stantial reading. One hundred and fifty- 
four girls out of 182 read well enough 
for the teachers and matrons to feel sure 
that they had earned the attractive cer- 
tificate of good reading provided by the 
Board of Control. 

The average number of books read by 
each girl was six. Some read only four, 
but the selections were very good 
The largest number read by one girl was 
twe:ve. All the girls reported the books 
read by title and gave a brief review. 
Sometimes the report was quite lengthy 
if the librarian had time to hear it.. 

Each cottage or family had a favorite 
book due to that best of all advertising, 
the personal recommendation. One group 
enjoyed ‘‘Tale of Two Cities’’, others 
‘‘The Mansion’’, ‘‘Teddy: Her Book’’, 
ete. 

The influence of the good books was 
nowhere more pronounced than with the 
rroup of colored girls who had read ‘‘Up 
From Slavery.’’ This showed in the 
reports, but nowhere more vividly than 
in the tableaux presented by these girls 
ais their contribution on the evening 
when all met in the chapel and by means 
of short sketches or tableaux suggested 
favorite characters or books. 

The colored girls decorated the stage 
with artificial cotton and posed some of 
the tragic scenes of slavery as told by 
Booker T. Washington. Dressed in sack 
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cloth, barefooted, they showed the misery 
of the auction block, the whipping post, 
the ball and chain. All the while wierd 
plantation melodies were sung by those 
not posing. Then the scene changed and 
showed colored girls in neat white dresses 
with schoolbooks and diplomas—the. op- 
portunities of today—grouped about the 
picture of Abraham Lincoln, all singing 
America. 

This was one instance, unusually in- 
teresting and gratifying. Other girls 
suggested ‘‘Old Curiosity Shop’’ by 
means of Mrs. Jarley and the Wax 
Works, ‘‘Life of Alice Freeman Pal- 
mer’’, ‘‘Yellow Star’’, ‘‘Historie Girl- 
hoods’’, ‘‘Bird’s Christmas Carol’’, and 
of course we couldn’t omit John Alden 
and Priscilla. 

The evening closed with a tableau of 
the ever present thought of the times— 
the war. There were Uncle Sam and the 
Allies in costume standing guard over the 
food supply of the world. The ‘‘ Kaiser’’ 
on his knees besought aid. But when 
Uncle Sam glanced yonder at the wid- 
ows. and orphans of Belgium he hard- 
ened his heart and drew his sword. 

It was a most satisfactory experiment 
to one librarian whose thanks are due 
to the Superintendent and the officers 
for their splendid co-operation. 

‘ Grace Shellenherger, 
Supervising Librarian, 

State Institutions. 





Community Singing in the Library. 

In these days when community sing- 
ing and the use of the library as a civic 
center are both being urged, we do not 
see why the two ends may not be reached 
by having Community Sings in the audi- 
torium of the public library on Sunday 
afternoons. We do not know that such 
an experiment has been tried but that is 
no reason why it should not be, and we 
should be glad to have an Iowa library 
the first to report a successful Conn- 
munity sing in the library, undertaken 
by the librarian and the library board. 
’ Where the library is open on Sunday 
afternoon the hour of the ‘‘Sing’’ might 
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he! 


be’ fixed late enough not to disturb ¥ 
users of the reading room, but many 
thém would probably be glad to subg 
tute musie for reading. 

In places where the library ig 
open on Sunday the slight additional g 
pense for heat would, we believe, be 
wise use of library money if it serves 
bring the people of the mag 
gether in this way. The library belon, 
to the people of the town. It is nonp; 
tisan and nonsectarian and many peop 
‘would go there who would ndét go | 
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a church. oa 
Many libraries already have a piggy 
and we believe arrangements might Rue 2 
made by others to secure the use of% A 
musical instrument for this purpose 5. br 
Of course, the librarian would pal 
first the co-operation of her board Th 
then she should seek that of the wor aang 
and commercial clubs and other orgg ad 
zations as well as of the musicians who § _ 
might take turns in leading the singin off 
for the ideal community singing ( 4 is 
not consist of a program Dy artists hy litt 
of the singing of familiar hymns offi 
tunes by the entire audience. One} i 
two extras might be included: but 5 tha 
more. Such singing will furnish aw ——— 
laxation in these days of stress ap reg 
strain and call some whom the chureh a 
do not. Au 
Which will be the first library to: Bat 
it? The more reports of such an w eth 
taking which the next QuARTERLY att 
tains the better. 1 
the 
Two New Branch Buildings. vt 
During the past month new | 
buildings have been opened in Siow 
City and Waterloo. The growth and d& 
velopment of both are so interesting ths 
they are given below with description’ 
of the buildings. 4 
Leeds Branch—Sioux City. §  » 
The first library service given to Lee e 
-was a small collection of books pla trie 
in the Hawthorne school six years % ae 
As the suburb grew the books were tf of 
ferred to the front hall of the build es 
occupied by *he Leeds Sun, a wee "pric 














wspaper. The station was open twice 
and the collection of books was 
constantly supplemented by volumes 
m the main library. 
In less than a year these quarters had 
some too small to accommodate the 
_ growing patronage and when the Leeds 
' Sun built its new building the branch 
: 5 leery moved into the larger back 
yooms. During the next four years the 
~ work of the branch grew constantly and 
© shese quarters too became inadequate for 
_ the growing collection of books and the 
many people who used them. 
4 In 1916, $10,000 was secured from Mr. 

Andrew Carnegie for a Leeds branch li- 
_ brary, which was erected in a triangular 
tos donated to the Library by the city. 
_ The main floor of the new branch build- 
ing is divided by the charging desk into 
adult and juvenile reading rooms. Di- 
"rectly back of the desk is a librarian’s 
Se office, formed by book cases. This aleove 
™@ js now used as a corner for the very 

little children as there is no need for an 
office at present. 
®t The-basement contains an auditorium 
that seats 150, the furnace rooms and a 
small staff room. The auditorium is used 
regularly by the Boy Scouts and as a 
surgical dressings room for the Leeds 
Auxiliary of the Red Cross. On each 
Saturday afternoon during the winter 
months a story hour is held, the average 
attendance being 60. 

The branch library reaches not only 
the people of Leeds but also has borrow- 
ers from Fairacres and Springdale and 
from the surrounding country. 

Cornelia Plaister, 
Supervisor of Branches, 
Sioux City Publie Library. 


BS 
es 





Linden Branch—Waterloo. 


More than three years ago the Water- 
loo Publie Library began to distribute 
books to the people in the outlying dis- 
tricts of Waterloo through library sta- 
tions. In one district, Linden, a case 
of books, adult and juvenile, was sent 

toa grocery store. Mr. Mosher, the pro- 
prietor, became an enthusiastic patron 















and advertiser for the library. In a 
very short time all the books in the one 
case were gone and it was necessary to 
fill and refill. Soon another case was 
added and as the assistants sat on cracker 
boxes and charged out books, the em- 
ployees of the store were compelled to 
stand idle for the place was too crowded 
for them to do their work. Because of 
this crowded condition, the library be- 
gan to cast envious eyes upon a little 
10x12 foot building which had been used 
for a cobbler’s shop, an ice cream parlor 
and a barber shop. So, when the barber 
shop failed, the library stepped into 
what seemed a real palace. Another case 
of books was added, a laundry stove and 
a reading table. The reading table was 
little used, however, for the place was 
always so crowded that it was merely a 
matter of charging books. One day we 
had a story hour for the children and 65 
of them sat under the table, on the table, 
some stood and others held the smaller 
ones. A public spirited woman loaned 
her kitchen after that experience and 
regular story hours were held. We were 
searcely settled when we began to dream 
of larger quarters where the people could 
read in the quiet of a real library atmos- 
phere. 


The dream has recently been realized. 
November 7 a new building, built by a 
young woman of the community after 
plans furnished by the library, was open- 
el to the public. The floor space is 
28x28 feet and is divided into an alcove 
for children with small chairs and table 
and an aleove for adults. The assist- 
ant’s desk is at the back of the room 
where the reference tools are handy and 
where she has supervision of the whole 
library. The woodwork is brown and 
the walls and curtains are a harmonizing 
tan. The cases are built in and the col- 
lection of books considerably increased. 
The building is open on Wednesday 2:00 
to 6 :00 and 6:30 to 9:00; Saturday, 7 :00 
to 9;00 Sunday, for readers, 2:30 to 
5:30. On the opening day in 45 minutes 
125 people passed through the door. The 


‘secret of the surprising use and growth 
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of this station is the fact that from the 
first the people have taken a proprietary 
interest in ‘‘their’’ library. 
Mildred Hoffman, 
Station Assistant, 
Waterloo Public Library. 





Camp Doniphan, Oklahoma, 
Nov. 22, 1917. 
Miss Miriam B? Wharton, 
Secretary Iowa Library Association, 
Burlington, Iowa. 

My Dear Miss Wharton: I cannot tell 
‘you how much I appreciated the greet- 
ings which you sent for our splendid 
Association. It has been many days since 
I missed an annual meeting and during 
those long busy days and nights I hardly 
knew what time of year it was until 
some one sent me a program which I 
received some days efter the meeting. 

I assure you that the work of camp 
organizer and camp librarian is the most 
fascinating in all our profession, it is 
also extremely taxing. In the first place 
there is so much physical work involved 
in going the seven or eight miles in the 
circle of stations, and there is so much 
of dirt and interruption in general that 
we can’t work with the old office-like 
regularity. The first thing we do is to 
survey the camp thoroughly and select 
possible sites for stations. This I did 
early in October and now have fourteen 


‘stations in operation. I expect to have 


twenty to twenty-five as soon as we get 
enough books. We have from two hun- 
dred to one thousand books in each sta- 
tion and need from one thousand to fif- 
teen hundred. All the books we have 


‘now are gifts, of course, and we look for- 


ward to the day when those of our own 
selection will be. here. 

I am not sure whether. I shall remain 
here beyond the -period of organization 
or be sent on south and east. At any rate 
my thoughts will turn often to you good 
people of Iowa. 

Very cordially yours, 
(Signed) L. L. Dickerson, 
Camp Tnbrarian. 








War Activities in the Libraries of Ipy 

The libraries of the state have mp 
a large contribution to war seryi 
the collection of books for the soldi 
by all the librariés, to which many 
ed the work done in the library » 
fund. h 
Reference has also been made to q 
help given by the libraries in the Fg 
Conservation Campaign in the distr 
tion of pledge cards and in the displ 
of books and pamphlets. ~ 4 

In this connection the library at Sig 
City held an exhibit in Davidson } 
Department Store The novel feature g 
this exhibit was that it was an int 
exhibit on the main floor of the 
department store in the city with ax 
ber of the library staff in constant | 
tendance to talk about the books 


















































pamphlets. The posters displayed este 
must suggestive. Similar displays eat 
made in store windows in other p Daan 
The use of rooms in the library bull) gqua 
ings for Red Cross work is so genem bran 
in the state that no names will be given At 
lest some be omitted. - gerva 
In the children’s room of the poste 
Public Library, eighteen dozen tren of re 
eandles have been made and clippi , 
are being prepared for the making of 
serapbooks. PY 
In the Marshalltown Publie Lib . A 
once a week one of the staff has super the J 
intended the making of ration heater Wom 
The old papers formerly sold are utiliz and 
for this and the paraffine used is poste 
nated by the people of the city. ; Hoov 
Five hundred scrapbooks for soldi By 
in hospitals are also being made at th partr 
library and through interested frie throm 
Books were ordered by the library aii libra: 
are being distributed to any one wishil — fon 
to make them. Assistance was y th 
from the library to the Board of the € 
trars when they asked for help in filim to gi 
their revistration cards. A roster of and i 
Marshalltown County soldiers in~ possi 
present war is also being compiled } num! 
the Marshalltown Library. 4 te 
At Davenport with the sanction of fl the L 






local chapter of the American Red Ure 





» club was formed to interest the 
siiidren in work for children in France 
‘gpd Belgium. The first Saturday morn- 
“ine 21 children responded and on the 
next Tuesday 60 crowded into the room, 
“damoring for knitting needles and yarn 
to ‘‘make something for the soldiers’’. 
' fhe club meets now on Wednesdays 
"after school and Saturday mornings and 
" 20 children have put down their names. 
_ The work undertaken was for civilian 
" pelief, aside from 27 packets of gun 
Devine: for the soldiers. Enough small 
~ |mitted squares for an afghan have been 
 empleted. one child’s quilt is ready to 
“fine and three others well started. 

- In the Sioux City Library a room in 
the main building has been loaned to the 
Red Cross for the making of surgical 
"dressings, in the making of which some 
of the library assistants have acted as 
- jnstructors. 
- At Morningside and Smith’s Villa 
branches the children are knitting 
3 for quilts and at the other 
branches scrapbooks are being made. 
At Leeds branch an exhibit of con- 
servation cookery was made, appropriate 
rs displayed and mimeograph.copies 
_ of recipes distributed. 
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Poster Exhibit to Loan. 


A poster contest was recently held by 
the Art Department of the Des Moines 
Women’s Club, at -which prizes of $50 
and $25 were given for the best two 
posters on ‘‘Saving and Serving with 
Hoover.”’ 

By an arrangement with the Art De- 
partment these posters will be loaned 
through the Library Commission to the 


® libraries of the state on the usual condi- 


tion of payment of postage. 
There will be eighteen posters in 
__ the exhibit, the object of which will be 
' to give publicity to Food Conservation 
and it should be advertised as widely as 
possible that it may be seen by a large 
number of people in a short time. Will 
the libraries desiring to secure the ex- 
hibit write at once to the Secretary of 
the Library Commission ? 
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Library News of the State | | 





Alden—A Library Reading Circle 
has been formed at which the ladies will 
knit and sew for the Red Cross while 
Mrs. Furry reads aloud. Why not meet 
in the evening and include the men? 


Ames—State College—\Among the 
new assistants in the college library are 
Miss Corene Aldrich from the position 
of first assistant in the station depart- 
ment of the Detroit Publie Library, as 
librarian of the Engineering Depart- 
ment, Miss Gladys Rush of the class of 
1916 of Pratt, since then reference assist- 
ant in the Sioux City Publie Library, 
and Miss Joice Searf of Medford, Ore- 
gon, as research assistant. 


Aurelia—Through the efforts of the 
women, a library and rest room were 
opened during November. The rooms 
are open every afternoon and evening 
but books will be loaned on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday only. 


Carroll—Miss Helen Harper of Ne- 
braska was selected as librarian and took 
up her work in October. During No- 
vember the Carroll Herald offered prizes 
to members of the English literature 
class in the high school for the best his- 
tory of the library. Miss Helen Harper, 
librarian, George Calloway, county su- 
perintendent, and Mrs. E. C. Bone, pres- 
ident of the Clio Club, were judges and 
the prize was unanimously awarded to 
Miss Margaret Fee. 


Cedar Falls—State Teachers College 
—Miss Harriet A. Kidder, of the class 
of 1917 of the Wisconsin Library School, 
has become assistant eataloger in the 
college library. 


Cedar Rapids—The only jubilee meet- 
ing reported over the success of the li- 
brary war fund campaign was held in 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library under 
the auspices of the Rotary Club which 
was so helpful in raising the money. 








—~Miss Georgia Heymer, 


Cherokee 


who has acceptably filled the position of 


librarian for a number of years, has re- 
signed to be with her parents in Brook- 
ings, S. D. Miss Lucile Ralston an as- 
sistant in the Fort Dodge Publie Library 
for the past few months, has been se- 
lected to fill the vacancy. 

Clinton—Miss Anne Anderson who 
has served as children’s lbirarian for a 
number of years, has resigned her posi- 
tion to become assistant to the children’s 
librarian in the Seattle Publie Library. 
Miss Alice K. Hatch, who has been as- 
sistant to the children’s librarian in the 
St. Louis Publie Library, takes Miss 
Anderson’s place in the Clinton Library. 

Corydon—The library board has re- 
ceived the assurance of a gift of $8,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation for a li- 
brary building. A lot has already been 
provided and work on the building will 
commence in the spring. 

Council Bluffs—Miss Florence Fisher, 
children’s librarian during the summer, 
has accepted a position in the Publie Li- 
brary of Billings, Montana, and Miss 
Katherine B. Harrison, of the St. Louis 
™<hlie Library, has been appointed to 
fill the vaecaney. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The Oc- 
tober meeting of the Des Moines Library 
Club was an informal reception in hon- 
or of its new members, held at the home 
of Miss Charline Spe rry, of Des Moines 
The novel entertainment, pro- 
vided by tl 


College. 
he social committee, empha- 
sized Food Conservation, Liberty Bonds 
and War slogans. 

The December meeting of the elub 
was held in the Library Commission of- 
fice in the Historical Building. The pro- 
gram ineluded an address,on ‘‘ Women 
and Patriotism’? by Prof. Harriot, after 
which serap sheets were made for the 
hospital at Camp Dodge. 

Des .Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Gretta Smith, a member of the com- 
mission staff for the past two and one- 
half years, has resigned her position to 
become assistant bulletin editor in the 
department of agricultural journalism, 
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lowa State College at Ames. As organ- 
izer for the commission, Miss Smith has 
greatly aided the library development in 
the state by her work in many of the 
smaller libraries. 


Des Moines—Public Library—An al- 
cove in the reading room of the library 
has been specially fitted for the use of 
the soldier boys. A desk in one corner 
is supplied with writing materials and 
is almost constantly in use. Maps of Des 
Moines and lowa as well as of the war 
front are displayed and war magazines 
and war manuals are in easy access. The 
room is largely used hy the boys from 
Camp Dodge. 

Des Moines — State Library — Miss 
Grace Cooper who has so efficiently 
served the State Library as reference as- 
sistant for the past nine years, has re- 
signed and on December 19th was mar- 
ried to Mr. Frank Briggs of Webster 
City where her new home will be. Her 
place is taken by Miss Florence Price of 
the Des Moines Publie Library. 

Dunlap—Mrs. B. H. Cutler, librarian 
for two years resigned to 
accept the position of teacher of domestie 
in the high school. Mrs. R. A. 
Williams has been elected to fill the va- 
cancy. 


past, has 


selence 


Forest City —Miss Pearl Bahner has 
resigned her position as librarian to be- 
come instructor in stenotypy and type- 
writing in the Fort Dodge Business Col- 
lege. Miss Paulson is acting temporarily 
as librarian. 

Greenfield 
be reported as receiving instruction in 
the use of the library are the kindergar- 
ten classes In the Greenfield schools. They 
were taken to the library, shown through 
the building and instructed to observe 
the interior of library. On returning to 
the school room they reproduced with 
their blocks the arrangement of chairs, 
tables, shelves and desk as they remem- 
hered it. 

Iowa Falls—The last week in No- 
vember was observed by the library as 
Publicity Week, and displays of books 


The youngest classes to 
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and posters were made in the store win- 
dows, one of the Library Commission 
Christmas exhibits of books was shown 
in the library and the Library Commis- 
sion slides advertising the library and 
special class of books were used in the 


motion picture houses. 


Indianola — Simpson College—Miss 
Blanche Robertson has become librarian 
of the college library in place of Miss 
Miltimore, whose appointment was er- 
reneously announced last month. Muss 
Robertson has been employed as eata- 
loger in the Drake College Library for 
the past two years. 

Iowa City—Library Club—The Iowa 
City Library Club has chosen a program 
consisting chiefly of book symposiums, 
for its monthly meetings of the present 
vear. 

The war work of the Club has taken 
the form of scrapbooks for the wounded 
soldiers, and one hundred and _ fifty 
books are ready to be given out to volun- 
teers 

The officers elected for the vear are as 
follows: President, Grace Wormer; Vice 
President, Carola Barker; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Helen Hummer. 

Marshalltown — Miss Marie Moyer, 
an assistant in the library for five vears, 
has resigned to be married to Dr. C. 
(Clay. Miss Naomi Fletcher, former- 
ly an assistant in the library, has again 
a member of the staff. 


e-onr 
Mason City—Miss Hortense Stettler 
in charge of the school work has aecept- 
ed a position in the extension depart- 
ment of the Minneapolis Publie Library, 
and Miss Katherine Orvis of the Yauk- 
ton College Library has been appointed 
to fill the vaeaney. 

llian Nichols of Waterville, 
Me., of the Pratt class of 1917, has also 

me an assistant in the library. 


jee | 


Montezuma—An assurance of a gift 
for a librarv building has been received 
from the Carnegie Corporation. a lot 
purchased ard plans submitted for the 
approval of the Corporation. 


Mount Ayr—Miss Eleanor Welch has 
become librarian in the publie library. 
Miss Welch is a graduate of Monmouth 
College and has also had some teaching 


experience. 


Mount Pleasant—-Mrs. Florence Me- 
Kibben, after a service of ten years in 
the public library, has resigned to take 
the work of librarian in the Wesleyan 
College Library. Miss Lena Budde, as- 
sistant in the library, has been made act- 
ing librarian for the present. 


Mount Pleasant—Weslevyan College 

The Ladies’ College Guild recently 
subscribed $1,000 to the college library. 
Part of this will be used for the pur- 
chase of new reference books and part 
spent in redecorations and furniture for 
the library rooms. 

Ottumwa—Miss Alma Mueller has 
hecome children’s librarian in the public 
library. 


Some interesting ‘‘Reading Aloud’’ 
meetings are being held in the Ottumwa 
library, using the plays of the Irish 
dramatists. They are in charge of one 
of the high school teachers, are held in 
the evening and are very informal, peo- 
ple bringing their knitting. 


Reinbeck—The dedication of the new 
Carnegie building at Reinbeck oceurred 
Wednesday afterncon, November Tth. 
There was an informal gathering of 
townspeople at the librarv. where Miss 
Robinson, secretary to the Iowa Library 
Commission, extended greetings and con- 
vratulations. Rev. A. M Campbell, presi- 
dent of the library board, introduced a 
novel feature by calling to the front of 
the room the members of the city coun- 
cil and their wives, the members of the 
original library board and those who are 
serving in that capacity at the present 
time 

He then presented the keys of the li- 
brary to the city and Mavor Davis, in 
accepting them, expressed the apprecia- 
tion of the city council and the people 
to the members of the library board for 
their untiring efforts which had made 








possible the new building. The exercises 
were concluded with a dedieatory prayer 
by Rev. Sinden, after which the build- 
ing was thrown open for inspection. 

A collection of pictures by American 
artists loaned by the Library Commis- 
son was on display in the auditorium 
where refreshments were served. 

The building is of brick and stucco 
with a tile roof and is very attractively 
located on a large corner lot surrounded 
The people of Reinbeek have 
reason to be proud both of their building 
‘and of the collection of books which it 
houses. 


hy trees. 


Previous to the opening Miss Smith 
of commission staff assisted in the or- 
ganization of the library. Miss Phyllis 
Campbell is librarian. 


Sibley—A Carnegie library building 
was dedicated on December 11th. The 
exercises were held in the opera house 
followed by a reception at the library 
building. 


The program at the opera house was 
opened with an invocation by Rev. J. T. 
Parson, after which Miss Robinson, see- 
retary of the Library Commission, of- 
fered a few words of greeting and con- 
gratulation. 

Mr. H. H. Nelson, president of the 
board, gave a brief history of the library 
project in Sibley and Mrs. T. S. Red- 
mond, secretary of the board, presented 
the keys of the library to the eity. 


In the absence of Mayor Thomas by 
reason of illness, W. T. Steiner, a mem- 
ber of the city eou.cil, accepted the keys 
for the city and in behalf of the mayor 
expressed the appreciation and thanks 
of the city to the library board for their 
labors in securing the gift for the build- 
ing and planning and supervising its 
erection. 

The address of the evening was given 
by Mr. J. C. MeGlade of State Teachers 
College, and was received with much en- 
thusiasm. The musie was furnished by 
a violin orchestra and a community cho- 
rus of fifty voices, which was organized 





and drilled for this occasion but will 
continue its organization and work. 

At the conclusion of the program reso- 
lutions of thanks were passed by a rising 
vote to the donors of the lot and build- 
ing, Mr. Harris L. Emmert, a former 
resident of Sibley, and Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie, 

On Saturday afternoon an opening 
hour for the children was held with a 
program of music and stories, and each 
child was presented with a small flag. 
One hundred and eighteen books were 
loaned on that day. 

The building is of pressed briek, with 
stone trimmings and tile roof, and it is 
attractive, well planned and well lo- 
cated. 

The library has been in existence a 
number of years and has done good work 
with inadequate space and equipment, 
and the new building will add greatly to 
its efficiency. Two townships have the 
privilege of the library through rural 
extension. Mrs. H. J. Harvey is libra- 
riati. 


West Branch—Miss Helen Hoover 
has been made librarian to fill the va- 
eancy eaused by the marriage of Miss 
Gladys Hinehman, now Mrs. Branson. 


Book and Periodical Exchange. 


The Carnegie-Stout Library, Dnu- 
buque, has extra copies of the following 
magazines which they will be pleased to 
donate to any library which can use 
single numbers or entire volumes. If 
interested please write to the Librarian. 

Harper’s Monthly, Seribner’s, Review 
of Reviews, World’s Work, Current Lit- 
erature, Independent, North American 
Review, Outlook, Literary Digest and 


American Monthly. 


Mrs. H. J. Howe, Marshalltown, has 
bound volumes, 29 to 38 inelusive, of the 
Librarv Journal and unbound volumes, 
39 to 42 inelusive, which she will give to 
any library paying transportation upon 
them. 
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